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eible ber _ Pee to- -joyn”- 
i 7 5 ens "of ſeveral thouſand Acres, 
of Prein'd and Dereli& Lands, in Teveral * | = 
t "England, which will redound ©.” 
ro the vaſt Advantage of the Purchaſors. 


-that End application will be made to 
1 he: King and Parhament, that the Pur- 
chators may be made a Body Corporate, 
. Jin nature of that of Bedford Level. 


4 moſt of theſe Lands propoſed, having 
been under the ſamé circumſtances with 


[thoſe of Bedford Level, the Hiſtory of ht 24 


2 It +448 

Level, is annexed, Sh will give a juſt. 2 
45 prop er Idea, of what may be expected IRON 
*from Ne Undertaking. 1. „ 
"he whole will be entertaining, and let Peo- __. 


ple ſee, they are invited to Honour, Pleaſure _ 
and Profit. 


0 e nimium, ſua f. bona norint, 
Agricolas |. Quibus tpſa procul di ſcordibus armis, 
a bumo On vitum, juſtiſima tellus. 
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Inducements from HoN Ou, 
PLEASURE, and PROFI r, 
to Engage ſtrenuouſly in this 
UNDERTAKING, 


HE few following Pages, are inten- 
ded to give a juſt and proper Idea of 
the Nature of this Undertaking, and 
of the Advantages likely to attend 
it: Tho' I wiſh it had fallen into 
| abler Hands to have ſet it off. The 
Value and Uſetalneſs of Land, every one knows, 
more or leſs, but few only, take the Pains to 
conſider it, in particular; for Example, one Acre 
of Ground, is taken notice of, as a thing of little 
Worth and of ſmall Conſideration, Yet one Acre, 
will give Room ſufficient to build a Dwelling- 
_ Houſe, Stables and Out-Houſes upon, with Gar- 
den Ground enough to furniſh a Dozen in Fami- 
ly, with Fruit, Roots, and Herbs in plenty, and 

oom to ſpare, for the Railing 10000 Trees, to 
plant out in other Places; and what Beauty, 


* Pleaſure, 


( 


Pleaſure, Profit and Honour, attends a fine Plan- 


tation, and the Planter is finely ſet forth in 


the following Lines of the Ingenious..SpeFator 
No. 583. which being {6 much; for the real Good 


and Ornament of my Country, take intixe with 


it's Moto. f 


| 


9 1 ſe br cone pinoſque ferens de montibus altis, q 


eta ſerat late circum, cui talia curs : 
Ipſe labore manum duo terat, ipſe feraces _ 
Figat humo plantas & amicos irriget imbres. 
* Winne Virgp. Get.” Lab. 4. 


Every Station of Life, has Duties which are 


proper to it. Thoſe who are determined by 


Choice to any particular Part of Buſineſs, are in- 
deed more happy, then thoſe who are determined 
by Neceſſity, but both are under an equal Obli- 
gation, of fixing on Employments, which may 
ere to themſelves, or Beneficial to 
others. | 3 #1 7 


No one of the Sons of Adam ought to think 


himſelf exempt from that Labour and Induſtry. 
which were denounc'd to our firſt Parent, and.in 


him to all his Poſterity. Thoſe to whom Birth 


or Fortune, may ſeem to make ſuch an Appli- 
cation unneceſſary, ought to find out ſome Cal- 


ling or Profeſſion for themſelves, that they may 
not lie as a Burden on the Species, and be the 
only uſeleſs Parts of the Creation. 


Mayy of our Country Gentlemen in their 


buſie Hours apply themſelves wholly to the 


Chaſe, or to ſome other Diverſion which they find 
in the Feilds and Woods, This gives Occaſions 
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to one of our moſt eminent Engliſh Writers to re- 
preſent every one of them as 


ying under a kind 
of Curſe pronounced to them in the words of 
Goliab. I vill give thee to the Fowls of the' Air, 


— 


and to the Beaſts of the Feild, © 
| + tt 8 00 | 


een 1012 8,20 | 1 © Las | 
To Exerciſes of this Kind, when Indulged 
with Moderation, may: have a good Influence, 
both on the Mind and Body; yet the Country 
affords many other Amuſements of a more noble 
Kind Noi ei 


* e * 


"AMONG. theſe, I know none more Delightful 


mim it ſelf, and Beneficial to the Publick, Than 


that of Planting. I could mention a Noble-man, 
whoſe Fortune has placed him in ſeveral Parts of 
England, and who has always left thoſe Viſible 
Marks behind him, which 'ſhow He has been 
there: He never hired/a Houſe in his Life, with- 
out leaving all about it the ſeeds of Wealth, and 
beſtowing Legacies on the Poſterity of the Owner. 
Had all the Gentlemen of England made the ſame 
Improvement upon their Eſtates, our Whole Coun- 
try would have been at this Time as one great 
Garden. Nor ought ſuch an Imployment to be 
Looked upon as too. Inglorious for Men of the 
Higheſt Rank. There have been Heroes in this 
Art, as well as in others. We are told in parti- 
cular. of Cyrus the Great, that he planted all the 
Leſſer Aa. There is indeed ſomething truly 
Magnificent in this kind of Amuſement: It gives 
a nobler Air to ſeveral parts of Nature; it fils the 
Earth with a variety of Beautiful Scenes, and 
has ſomething in it like Creation. For this Rea - 
ſon the Pleaſure of one who Plants, is ſomethin 

like that of a Poet, who, as Ariſtotls obſerves, 
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is more delighted with his Productions chan any 
other Writer or Artiſt hatſdever. 
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 PLanTaTIONS have one advantage in them 
which is not to be found in moſt other Works, as 
they give a Pleaſure of a more laſting Date, and 
| continually improve in the Eye of the Planter. 
2 | When you have finiſh'd a Building, or any other 
1 Undertaking of the like Nature, it immediately 
| decays upon your Hands; you ſee it brought to 
its ntmoſt point of Perfection, and from that Time 
haſtning to its Ruin. On the contrary, when 
you have finiſhed your Plantations, they are ſtill 
arriving at greater Degrees of Perfection as long 
as you live, and appear more Delightful in every 
| Lucceeding Year, then they did in the foregoing. - 


Bur I do not only recommend this Art to Men 

of Eſtates as a pleaſing Amuſement, but as it is 2 
kind of virtuous Employment, and may there - 

fore be Inculcated by moral Motives ; particular- 
ly from the Love which we ought to have for our 
Country, and the Regard which we ought to bear 
to our Poſterity. As for the firſt, I need only 
mention what is frequently obſerved by others, 
that the increaſe of Forreſt Trees does by no 
means bear a Proportion to the Deſtructien f 
them, inſomuch that in a few Ages the Nation 
may be at a Loſs to ſupply it ſelf with Timber 
ſufficient for the Fleets of Exgland. I know when 
A a Man talks of Poſterity. in Matters of this Nature, 
he is looked upon whith an Eye of Redicule b 
the cunning and felfifh part of Mankind. Moſt 
People are of the humour of an Old Fellow of a 
Colledge, who when he was preſs'd by the Society 
to come into ſomething that might redound _ = | 
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J he has a Poor and Baſe Heart, void of all gene 


Minds that are naturally Diſpoſed to do Good in 
the World, and become beneficial to Mankind, 
complais within themſelves that they have not 
Talents for it. This therefore is a good Office, 
which is ſuited to the meaneſt Capacities, and 
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Good of their Succeſſors, grew very Peviſn, we 
are always Doing, ſays e for Poſte- 

rity; but I would fain fee Poſterity do ſomething 
rn need 
.- BuT I think Men are inexcuſable, who fail in 
a Duty of this Nature, ſince it is ſo eaſily diſ- 
charg d. When a Man conſiders, that the put- 


ting a few. Twigs into the Ground, is doing Good 


to one who will make his Appearance in the 
World about fifty Years hence, or that he is per- 


haps making one of his own Deſcendants, Eaſie 


or Rich, 15 ſo ingonſiderable an Expence, if he 
finds himſelf averſe to it, he muſt conſider that 


rous Principles and Love to Mankinßc. 
Tux is one Conſideration, which may very 
much Inforce what I have here ſaid. Many honeſt 


which my be perform'd by Multitudes, who have 
not Abilities ſufficient to Deſerve well of their 
Country, and to recommend themſelves to their 


| | Poſterity, by any other Method. It is the Phraſe 


of a Friend of mine, when any uſeful Country 


Meighbour dies, that you may Trace him: Which 
I look upon as a good Funeral Oration, at the 
Death of an honeſt Husband-man, who has left 
= the Impreſſions of his Induſtry behind him, in 

the Place where he has Lived. op 
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1 | (x) 
Deo the foregoing Conſiderat ions I can ſcarce 
forbear repreſenting the Subject of this Paper as 

4 kind of moral Virtue: Which, as 1 have alrea- 

| dy ſhewn,recommends it ſelf likewiſe by the Plea- 
=_ fure that attends it. It muſt be confeſſed, that 
1 this is none of thoſe turbulent Pleaſures which is 
[| apt to gratiſie a Man in the heats of Youth ; but 
* if it be not ſo Tumultuous, it is more laſting. 
1 Nothing q” be more delightful, then to enter- 
| tain our ſelves with Proſpects of our own making, 

| and to walk under thoſe Shades which out on 
Induſtry has raiſed. Amuſements of this Nature 
compole the Mind, and lay at Reſt all thoſe Paſli- 
| ons which are uneaſie to the Soul of Man, beſides, 
N that they naturally engender good Thoughts, and 
diſpoſe us to Laudable Contemplation. Many of 
| the Old Philoſophers paſſed away the greateſt 
parts of their Lives among their Gardens: "Er 1- © 
duns himſelf, could not think” ſenſual Plea- 
ſure attainable in any other Scene. Every Rea- 
der 'who is acquainted with Homer, Virgil and 
E 1 Horace, the greateſt Genius's in all Antiquity, 
4 knows very well with how much Rapture they 
. have ſpoken on this Subject; and that Virgil in 
1 particular has written a whole Book on the Art 

_— -. | of Planting. ' "49158 ESD TOA, Fort 


1 TH1s Art ſeems to have been more eſpecially 
8 adapted to the Natureof Man in his primeval State, 
| when he had Life enough to ſee his Productions 
Il flouriſh in their utmoſt Beauty, and 2raduall 

if decay with him. One who lived before the Flood 
might have ſeen a Wood of the talleſt Oakes in 
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No one of Spict can read Virgils Bucolicks 4 
and Georgicks, but muſt ſee the vatt Variety of 
Es innocent 
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the Creator affords us in a Country Life, and be 


> prodigiouſly delighted with it. Our firſt Parent 
was created in a Garden, and we his Leſcendants 


” * 


innocent Pleaſures and raviſhing Amuſements 


have a natural Bent that way, all Mankind fhew | 


by their Actions, that Gardening and a Country 


Life, are the Objects of their Love and Eſteem; 


Vaſt Sums by Kings, Princes and Noblemen are 
laid in Gardening, and when they are glutted 
with the falſome cloging Pleaſures of Populous 
Cities, and ſerionfly think of what they have 


been doing (at leaft they who ever think to pur- 
| poſe at all) retire to their Rural Szats, to meet 


there, what Crowds of Men in Courts and Cities 


could never afford them. And nothing but fatal 


Necellity, depraved Appetite or corrupt Nature, 


can give us a diſtaſte of innocent Rufticity, 


Now an Opportunity is laid before the Rich, 
of increaſiug their yearly Revennues at a very 


ſmall expence, and for the middling People to 
acquire what will make them Comfortsble, Hap- 
PY and Eaſy in this Life, and be a means of 

elping them towards Happineſs eternal in the 
next. But naw we will begin with the Buſineſs 
propoſed, begging of you ſeriouſly to Weigh and 
Conſider, and by all Ways and Means you can, 


fully to inform your ſelf, of the fine and ſolid 


Things you are invited to? This is Land, fixt and 


immovable, this does nat depend on a blaſt ot 


Wind, popular Clamour or the Opinion cf Peo- 
ple makes not this a bit the worſe. The Graſs 
will grow and your Oxen grow Fat, whither 
Chriſtian Princes agree or not: And as other 


Things from Time to Time have fallen in Value, 


I and has Riſen. WT 


An Introduction to the Hiftory 


/ Bepyory LEVEL, Praiſe 
of the Dreiners of that LEvuL, 
that Men will venture much 
t attain a comfortable Setles 
ment in their own Country, 
which will be here obtained 
for a ſmall matter without 
Hazard, That Application 
for a Charter will be made, 
and that this Undertaking ts 
for the Benefit of King and 


People. 


= - 


HERE are few Engliſb Men tis 
preſumed, ſo little Converſant in 
the Affairs and Hiſtory of their 
own Country; as not to have read 
or heard of a large Tract of Land, 
containing about 300,000 Acres, 
now called Bedford Level; Which 
by the Hiſtory following, will appear, to have 
been once a Charming delightful Country, then 
ff | | 2 


( xiii) 
2 Sea, and now a'Fruitful and Profitable Soil, 
that handſomely pays the Undertakers, and has 
been 4 Noble Recompence, to many worthy Pa- 
triots, for their Indefatigable Pains and unweari- 
ed Patience, in going thro' the many Difficulties, 
they were at firſt to encounter: Whoſe 
Names with due Encomiums, ought to be handed 
down in Hiſtory, to lateſt Poſterity; or rather 
Recorded on Monuments of Solid Braſs. But 
tho* we ſhould be, or are forgetful, and ungrate- 
ful to our Benefactors; the Earth has not been 
ſo, that has added to the Revennue of the Crown, 
encreaſed the Nations Trade, multiplyed the 
Owners Rents, and ſo Enriched ſeveral of the 
Undertakers and Drainers, French and Dutch, 
who came over miſerably Poor, as to become 
Men of Bulky Eſtates and able to Vie, with any 
of the Neighbouring Gentlemen, for Figure and 
Fortune. May thoſe Worthy Patriots, who are 
gone to an other World, always Live in the 
grateful Remembrance, of us their Survivors and 
may their Deſcendants, long continue to enjoy 
ſuch worthy and meritorious Gains! Gains, not 
acquired by uſhering in Death, Famine and in- 
evitable Deſtuction, to an infinite Number, of 
Neighbouring Mortals! No, 'twas by giving 
liberty to the Captive, and letting Priſoners go 
free, the Waters pent up within the Lands, are 
let out to their proper Place in the Ocean, and 
the Earth becomes Dry, and at liberty to yeild 
its uſual Products; the Air before continually 
= filled, with thick Miſts and diſmal gloomy 
Vapours, becomes now Serene and wholeſome, in 
= Eale and Pleaſure Men live, Beaſts thrive, Fiſhes 
ſport, and Fowls increaſe and multiply. 


4 


1 
* 


Bur 


( 


Bor this was done, with imenſe Toil and pro- 
digeous expences, all which notwithſtanding the 


Lands turn to a fine Account. And what is it, 


People won't do, to acquire a Settlement in their. 
own Country? For that we Traverſe, over the 
Eaſt and Weſt Indies, converſe with Strangers 
and Barbarians there, ſuffer all the Inclemen- 
cies of Diſtant Climates, undergo the hazardous 
Fatigues of long Voyages, and all this accom- 
panied with great Expence too: The floating 
Mountains of Ice in the Northern Seas, nor 
ſcorching Heats of the Torrid Zone, are ſuffi - 
cient to deter us, in our Attempts, to acquire 
what we think, may ſettle us in Peace, in our 
Native Soil. 5 th 


Tou have now before you firſt, what is uſual- 
ly expected laſt; here's an. Eſtate acquired at 
other's Coſt, you reap/ the Fruit of other Peoples 
Labours, for a Trifle, for a Conſideration of in- 
conſiderable Value. And the way is thus, there 
are near 100,000 Acres of Drain'd and Derelict * 
Lands in 4 or 5 ſeveral Counties ot England, 
6 be diſpoſed off for a ſmall Conſideration by 
the Acre. ld 


- And of that Conſideration, only a ixteenth 


part to be paid down, and the remainder not 
till the Land is legally veſted, in the Pur- 
chaſer, by a praper Conveyance, from thaſe who 
are Lawfully Intituled ſo to do. In the mean 


Time, Intereſt will be made to his Majeſty, for 
ö $19 His 
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| Neighbouring Eſtates, 


„ 
His Royal Charter of Incorporation, for making 
the intended Purchaſers a Body Corporate, in 


nature of that of Bedford Level, and with as good 
reaſon, for here is a greater Quantity, of as good 


Land at leaft, and being Drein' already, the 
Adventurers, will in this Cafe, know their 
Charge, which in that they did not. The 
Advantages publick and private attending this 
Undertaking will be allowed, to be as follow. 


* 


4 * - 
y * 
= 4 , = — 


o 


y 4 
9 4 4 1 1 I. . 
* 


Tux more Lands are Cultivated, Improved and 
Built upon, the more will be the Taxes to the 
Crown, from the Land and Window Taxes, the 
adjacent Clergy will alſo feel the Benefit of 


ſuch .an.. Undertaking by an Augmentation of 
their Tythes, | 


II. 


Tur Neghbouring Towns by an acceſſion of 
more People, will find a greater Conſumption 


for their Products, and more Imployment for 
their Poor. 


III. 

Taxrst Lands as the like in other Places do, 
will produce great Quantities of Hemp and Flax, 
which Manufactured into Cordage and Cloth, 
will give Comfortable Imployment, and Subſiſt- 
ance to the Poor of the Kingdom; and being 
Reſtrained, from Raiſing Wheat, Barley, Rye 
or Oates, will no ways prejudice, any of the 
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or "with be an ee or Addition & 
Mus Years Purchaſe to them, by bringin in | 
and imploying vaſt Numbers of People, to a Place 
where none did hve before. What "Advanta 
Numbers of People is, the , Hollanders can give 


a Glorious Teſtimony off, for tis the Numbers | 
of People imployed, that has all along occaſioned 7 
their Lands to ſell for thirty and their Houles 0 

| for 20 Years Purchaſe, ! 
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. v tes 1 Fenny 11 1 ring Within F 
439 Sy” Counties of Noafolk,, det, Len, 
SS bridge and the Iſle of Ey, Hatt, ies, 
© Northampton. and .Loncoln;i-as+ 2 and Ae. 
coribed by Sir Fons: Meere; and in all: proba 
3 ws as appears by e and the'\Relati- | 
Sons \following; was once fixm. dry Land; and not 
nag xed with any extraordinary Inundat ion from 
the Sea, or Stagnation of the freſh Water. For 
here have been abundancę of Timber- Trees found 
E. ſeveral kinds, but moſt Oak, and few ſevered 
From the Roots, which Rood" below the Moor: 
1 When it is Well Known, that in Maor Grohnd and 
1 ater. Timber- Trees will not thrive: or. grow, 
In making lome of the great Rivers, divers of the 
Errees were taken up, fiz; eight, ten Foot good 
End upwards... And there *alſo hath been fond 

Prone and rape and * * eu for Build- 
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Thetefor it. he EEC 8 theme I 4 
tional Probabi We hch th Fraud 5 | 
ſome great 2 5 That ſuch d Ac- 


eidents have: jon'd the ike, we haue un- 
Seti ble Te imon m. | 
* (cat le mr 
partite Hiſtory, Lib. , KV., Anno Chriſti 368.) 
tegra Motus factus, multas diruit Ster ſed 
Kian Mare termnos praprios mutavit.s & ix dui- 
| buſdam locis in tantum ibi fluxit, ut loca que pri- 
dem ambnlari potarant, remigarentar ; ab aliis 3 
dero locis tant. n receſit, ut arida tellus ĩnueuinet ur. _ 
Aft the Tame of the Conſulſhip of Valent inian and 2 
Falens, there was, a en e, which not only 
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Bonds of the Sea; Which ſo flowed in ſome Parts, 
that Men might ſail in thoſe Places, Wheie bes 
fore they did walk; and forſook others, that they 
became ory Land. The like Relation of: the 
ſame Earthquake, but ſomewhat mote largely; 
doth Ammianus Marcell Lib. 26. make. And 5 
the like Purpole al alſo is that, of Oil e; Pry 


v ego quod FL” ende Polidifims Tis, 
E ſſe fiten vidi fatas ex equore terras; 85 
Et procul a Felago Conche Jacuere Marina; "Re 
BG: inve nta eff in  montiþus , a 
Gi mmis. _ 85 

Lodge Fuit Campus, vollem decurſus quo 

n 7 " 

Fecit, & eluvie Mons eft deduct us in 20 0; aa 
A * * 9 aret Aren. 
f Ovid. Met. Lib. 15. 


Thi, tranſlated into. 2 ay 0. Sondy: 15 


Where &os vere ſolid Lands, Sear bank T een. 
And ſolid Land where once dee ' Seas bave been; 
* Shake far Fr rom Sea Tike” uarries in the 
Ground. 
22 Auchori 1 in <Hingtoje Tops * i 
found. . 
Torrents babe 22 "5 alt) of of a Plain, | 
. High ' Hills by Deluges borne to the Main. 
27 ftanding Laker” 10d dry b thurſty San 
40 on and 15179 f arth now .akes do | fland. 
"> = ? 2 : 
go wool imagine war ene city of Ghent i in 
\ Flanders had been a Haven-Town; yet that ſo 
it was about 800 Years: ſince, appeareth in the 
Lite of alas tho Great, written by the learned 
("EY %* | (a) Dy, 
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OD Neider do we want Examples. = 

(a0! in ſome Part of 1 this kind; Nate 
borough; othetwiſe , called ! ichborough in Kent, 
bmtte ne Colony ok the Romans) was, before 
ever ide Rirer of Seuze did turn his Bottom or 
ad Can hin che Iſle of Thanet, (as (þ) Le. 
Ind afürmeth) süd by Ukelihood the Main Sea 
came to the very dot of. the Caſtle; but now it 
is off Rm it "a, Mile, by reaſon of the Ouze that 
hath there ſwollen” it up... So allo (c) ns pa 
bil or Une was ſometime a Haven, and good 
fax Ships," that might come to the foot of the Hill. 
And Romney,” (four Miles diſtant from Lymme- 
in) one of the Cinque-Ports, hath been a meet- 

Ely good/Haven, infomuch (ſaith the fame (d) Le- 
=& land, who lived in King Henry VIIPs Time) as 
within Remembrance o Men, Ships have come 
up hard to the Town, and caſt Anchor in one of 
22 the Church- yards; but is now two Miles from 
the Town, which is ſo ſore decgyed thereby, 
that Where there were three great Pariſhes and 
Churches ſometime, there is now {cant one well 
maintain d. r 
And DTT Eye in Suffolk, it is not a little 
= obſervable' what he (e) likewiſe expreſſeth, vix. 
That it ſhould ſeem, anciently to have been in a 
manner totally enconfpaiſed with Waters; Eye in 
our Exgliß ſignitying an Ifland z, but now (faith 
== he) there is no ſuch Store, tho' it be a moiſt Place, 
X eſpecially in the Winter Seaſon; which manifeſt- 
= ly theweth, that it was heretofore, a ſtanding 
Fenn: Adding, that in old Time, Barges came 
up thither from the Haven of Chromar, or ſome 
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BE: Selk near unte it, there having been Hound. 
-” iy. the Monks of Bee. in- ſcowring ef their 
* 1 large Rudder rs, done qver with. PL; atch,s 
_— Alſd Barge-Nails,grith ther Naval In 

o*. then nd Veſlels came nearer to it th 3 Bar- 
35 which 18 12 Miles diſtant. NN Fe 1 


pe” And as ſome Places haye-got Lomthe Sea, 
ſome other have loſt; - may. ſeem by - Skegne 
1 ee Which was heretofere great | 
Haven Town, © as the"Htefore Det Is 2 8 (5. 
. hav) relateth) and walled; having's. Caſthe w 
tte old Town is chan confamed/and- A Be te 
the Sed. Not r Wow ens 
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91 The principe Rivers or, Drains formerꝶ V paſ- I 
fing through this) Level were eight, viz, leane,- 
Weland,. 79 Ouze, Grant, Milden-ball; Bran- 
3 5 TOS: The ſaid Ravers had three ſeyer- 
s {5pm the Fenus, into the Sea, viv. 
.d ubutch, b, and 1 15 oal by Lynn, ., 
of This Jul, is broad an 5 a great e aud 
Jagth very flat, with fü le; s no D 904 of its its 
= was full df 25 F 2e 11908 
Vn that che Waters anal. not ga, bat f 0 1 
framth ie Lands, but came in {ſwift from the 
and Countries, where the Rivers have great Falls. 
Alſo there were large Sands en the -Searhide, 
"yy 1 up: by; the. Tides, r ſtop and ache 
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whelmed. With che Sit 
Ae Level being a 


receive ſtom their IC 
855 joyed: its freer and” natura Paſſas 


eise Ta AN Aer | 
de Inhabitants, and Parts adjoining, Finding 1 5 
mis tobe their ad Conditions, having no Com- 


for Soul or: Body, being 
others Aſſiſtande; prey lA, they did in ſeveral 
| = Reigns repreſent this their ſad Condion, 
A a 
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CE i kts in the 9 eight „ 
tun theuben Battom was fan ae Bottom; go 
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whiich:was lat with Stones and ol 


at had; in many 
Ad a digging 06 a Foundation r the oil 


|  Salw-dt-Sxltort- 9 --- 5 


t that had been cu 


and the "natural Bot- 
Was above ted 


. Aeper !! 5 Ty 404 
alt an Extent, and 
zent Depth of freſh Vale ng "therein, that — 
is; Bading o Arp 4 2 — 
in fone Placks fromi ar 0 20 Fodt . 
inſtead e the Benefit which this 
in caſe. 5 
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Dut-falls, it hath been e for ae 


3 a ey zan unhealthfal Stagnation df p Aar ; 
an 


. Watetsg the Each en ast, 
and boggy, ſuch As abe n ned eniencies of 
d Lands, Andnleing no confiderable Prt- 


fit to the bie border d upon it: 


(3 110. 1 10 11008; To ot Fig or 1 2 * 77 fir 


Wihzh ion 20 faſt $1 a far Drainir@. 
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munĩcat ion one with! the other but by Boats; 


And ſometimes in Winter, {when the Ice was 
4 Kwong! enou 1 hinder the pallage thereof, (anfl 


gt: not able: to beat a Man) the Inhabitants in 
Fenn Moses cult Burlly get help of Food 
ſo debarred of coding each 


d divers Commiſſions of Sewers granted for 


Oleaning und N N the Waters 
| 1 $5 „. r to 


x 


—_ 1 * 3 F 
** 4 { * * 
- Pay I 1 IF. ” 3 7 
» IM 


= Li...) * 
| * 


* 
ng , 7 
1 


—— — 


. 5 Weep "3 . (82) 3 2 * Ss 4 

to the Sea, But all was fruitleſs ſor wacd bf a ge- 

nmoeral Drainin * new Rivers and Drainss 
50 


_ Unbanked mi | to cary.off the Waters 
through ſo flat a Conntry,.. till undertaken b 
- Francis and Villiam Earlf of Bedford. 


1 S * 


| * 4 ll 
At laſt they made it their Suit (e and Petiti- 


on to Francis Earl of Bedford, that he would-un-/ | 
dertake the Work of. Darin us, which. the fad 


Earl conſente@ then unto; And by Agreement 
was to have 93000 Acres to be ſet out in ſeveral 
Parts of the Level, together with the Ways, Paſ- 

ſages, Banks, Forelanids, new Rivers, Cuts, Drains, 
and Fiſhings of the lame, to be made by him ot 

his Aſſigns, of which 12000 Acres thereof was to 
the King or his Aſſigns for his Royal Aſſent. 

The laid Earl having (5) ſo taken this Drain- 

ing upon him, Land was ſet out accordingly; and 

therespon the ſaid Earl admits divers Perſons Ad- 
venturers and Participants with him: They caſt 

80000 Acres thereof imo 20 Lots or Shares, con- 

ſiſting of 4000 Acres to a Lot, (as equal of Valse 

as could then be well judged) and procecd there» 
in to the ſpending of 

Complaints being ſtill made that it was not drain · 
ed: Thereupon His Majeſty King Charles I. un- 
dertook the better Draining thereof, but was to 
have an Addition of 3 jo Acres more, and went 
on with the perfecting the ſame, till the late un- 
happy Wars and Differences came, and then all 

lay waſte, and ſo continued ſeveral Tears, till 

Villiam late Duke of Bedford and his Participant 
in the Lear 1649, did again undertake the ſaid 
Works for his former Proportion of ee | 


* 


—_ _ 2th. . — 6 ” 
Pre S— FP). 


| ä 


(a) Lynn Law, 13 Jan. 6. Car. 1. (6) St. Ives Low, 13. 
| Car. I. (c) Huntingdom and Witbitch, 14. Car. 
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I 3 - - 
and proceeded [o far therein as to perfect the Tame 
in manner as in the Map deſcribed. at their fur- 
ther Charge of about 300000 l. to the undoing of 
ok many, being a much greater Sum than the 
95600 Acres are worth. But for the better en- 
couraging the ſaid Duke and his Participants in fo 
eat a Work, His late Majeſty King Charles II. 
Aid recommend the Settlements and future Per- 
\. ME formance thereof unto the Parliament, who Arno 

= decimo quinto Carol Secundi Regis, made an Ack 
for the Preſervation thereof, Entituled, An AZ 
- = for Settling the Draining of the Great Level of the 
PFemm, called Bedford Level. 


1 


4 thereof are ſettled as followeth : 


A Eaſtward from the Bridge and Cawſey of Stoake 
unto Braddon-Bridge upon the Up-Lands of North- 
wold, Methwold, Feltwell, Hockwold, and Wilton, 
nin the County of Norfolk, and from Brandon- 
Bridge unto the End of Vorlixgton- Load upon Mil- 
+2 denball River, upon the Uplands of Brandon, the 
= Low-Grounds of Wainsford excluding the ſame. 
= The Up-Lands of Lakingheath, the Low-Grounds 
of Barſewell excluding the ſame. And the Up- 
Lands of Mildenball in the County of Suffolk. 
Southward from Worlington-Load unto Burwell- 
Bleck upon the Up-Lands of Freckingham, Iſlebam, 
Fordbam, Sobam and Wickin in the County of 
Cambridge, and excluding the Low-Grounds of 
7 Burwell, Lanward, and other Places lying Eaſt+ 
= ward from Burwell- Block aforeſaid; and from 
x thence unto the Mill near Angle ſey-Abbey upon 
the Up-Lands of Burwell, Reach, Swaff ham · Frior, 
Xx Swaffham-Bulbeck, and Bot ſbam, in the County of 
Cambridge, And from thence unto the Ferry 
* FAM B | place 


15 And by the ſaid Act, 15. Car. II. the Bounds 
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| lace at C/ay-bith upon the Up Lands called 8 
Pall. the Low-Ground: called; Lom fenn, and the 


County, excluding the L w-Grounds called Tor- 


fenn and Offenn, anf from the ſaid Ferry: place 4 
Aid. . * 5 the e 9 : | | 


the La made upon — River ye wear Sond 
ground upon the Up-Lapgs, of -Somenſham 

S"ak thereof, Lf ; flow, Berry, Me 
07 wood, Ravely, Woodwalton, Sawtrey, Conmngton, 
Glatton' and Holme, Caldecott, Denton, Stilton, 


"Taxley, Faſſett, and Standground i in the County of i 


Huntingdon excluding the Low-Grounds ing on 


the North-Side about the River Ouxe about Reith; 9 


and from the ſaid Dam unto Frterborougb Bridge 
upon the ſaid River of Neave. and thence unto the 
868 corey: place near Vuldram hall upon the Up-Bands 

eterborough, and tie Shak thereof, in the 


Cl of Nort hangt WF and Northward from the 

aldram hall unto:Crowland- © 
Bridge upon the River of Vel laud; and from 
thence to Dowſedale upon the Bank of- Greati Por- 


ſaid Ferry-place near 


ſand, and from thence to Guyburue upon the Sonth - 


Ea Bank, and from thence upon Tilneburne upon 4 
the Bank of the Penn-Ground called Valderſta, 
and from thence unto 'Elme-Leame at Grattgerf's ' 


Houſe upon the Bank of the Fenn-Ground ealled 
Coldbam, and from thence unto the River Mae 
near Thurlings i in Upwell upon the Bank of Need- 


ham called Biſbops- Dyke, and from thence unto 


Well Creek, at the North-Weſt Corner of Nuſing- 


bam-Fenn, upon the Bank of the Grounds in- Up- * 
well and Outwell, called Playfield and Churchfeld, 1 
excluding 


the 

h * 

ſey, 
5 . 


| Up-Lands of Hor ming ſ. and; :Glayheth-1n the fad b 


| | G11). 

exelndipg the a fore ſaid Fenns and Groynds called 
older fea, Coldham, Needbam, P'ayfgld and Chureb- 
Feld. And from hence unto Salters-Load-upon the 
,- Podite- Bank and from thence unto the Mouth 
of the River wi upon the River Ouze, and 
from thence unts Helge): Bridge upon the River 
Lise), and from thence unto the Up Lands at the 
end of the Bank ef the Grounds late of Edmund 
Skippith Eſq; deceaſed, upon the ſard rank, and 
from thence "unto Stoak- Bridge upon the Up- 
Lands of Rox bam, Deerbam, Weerbam. Wretton 
and Stoake, in 275 Count v of Norfolk; except 
the imbenked Groinds, late of Edmund Skipwith 
Eſqʒ lying on the North Side of the River Ouze. (a) 


* * 
= King Charles II. in the 15th Leer of his Reign, 
mn Fonſtituted a Corporation for governing the Level 
„ py the Name of, The Governors, Bailiſſs and Com- 
monalty, of the Company of Con ſervators of the 
"Great Level of the Fenns. Which Corporation 
. conſiſts of one Goyernor, fix Bailiffs, twenty Con- 
ſervators and Commonalty; and are to uſe a Com- 
de mon Seal, and aſſemble and meet together, When, 
d- Where, and as often as they pleaſe; and appoint 
2a Regiſter, Receiver, one or more Serjeants at 
r- Mace, and other Officers, and remove them at 
hb. heir Pleaſures. And veſteth in the ſaid Corpor- 


VP 
Li 


on Gio all the aforeſaid 82000 Acres, part of the 


id 95000 Acres, with the Ways, Paſſages, new 
Wivers, Cuts, Drains, Banks and Forelands, 
made by Francis and Villlam Earls of Bedford, 
and their Participants, according to ſuch Parts, 
pd Proportions as they held or enpyed at the 

4 a. ee Time 
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(,] Note, The Poungs of the Level are ſo ſet, yet their Wirky 
Ff DNraining may and de extend further 


%. 


| „ | 
Time of paſling the aforeſaid Act, 15 Car. II. to be 
held of the Manor of the Eaft Greenwich, by Fealty 
any in free and common Soccage, and not other- 
wile. The remainder 12000. Acres, 10000 Acres 
thereof veſted in his late Majeſty King Charles II. 
who aſlign'd the ſame to King James II. the 2000 
Acres 1n the Earl of Portland. 4 


The Governor, Bailiffs and Conſervators, or an 


five or more of them, whereof the ſaid Governor, 
Bailiffs, or any of them, to be two, maketh a 
Quorum, to act in all Caſes as Commiſſioners of 


Sewers, and may lay Taxes only on the 95000 . 5 


Acres, for Support, Maintenance, and Preſervati- 


on of the ſaid Level, and levy the ſame with Pe- 


nalties for Non-Payment, not exceeding the third 
Part of the Tax: And all other Things do, in order 
to the Support, Maintenance, and Preſervation | 


of the ſaid Great Level, and Works made. and to 


be made, within or without the ſaid Level, for 
carrying the Waters of the Level to its Outfall, 
as they in their Judgments think beft. And no 
other Commiſſioners of Sewers are to intermeddle 
in the ſaid Level, or the Works thereunto belong- 
ing, out of the ſaid Level 


All Conveyances of the 95000 Acres are to be 
enter'd with the Regiſter, and no Leaſes, Grant 
or Conveyance of, or Charge out of, or upon the 
ſaid 95000 Acres, or any Part thereof, (except 


Leaſes for ſeven Years or under) in Poſſeſſion ſhall 7 
be of force, but from the Time it ſhall be enter'd 7 
with the ſaid Regiſter as aforeſaid, the Entf, 
whereof being indorſed by the ſaid Regiſter upon 
ſuch Leaſe, Grant, Conveyance or Charge, ſhall be 


as good and effectual in the Law, as if the Origi- 1 
nal Book of Entries were produced at any * . . 
ne 


Law, or otherwiſe. 


C031) 
The Governor, Bailiffs and Conſervators, by 
the ſaid Act, 15 Car. II. were to meet on Ved ne- 

day and Tburſday in Fhitſun-Feck: at the Shire- 

X Houſe at BH, to lay Taxes on the ſaid 950% 

4 Acres. ? And for all ch [Taxes and Penalties 1 9 

Arrear four Months, they had Power then to ſell 
ſo much of the 9500 Acres, as would raiſe the 

Tax and Penalty then in Arrear. And the Per- 

ſon to whom the Governor, Bailiffs and Conſer- 

vators, ſhould make Sale unto, ſhould be a lawful 

Purchaſer thereof. (Theſe Days and Times for 

laying [Taxes are ſince alter d by an Act made 

20 Car. II. as hereafter is declared.) By the ſaid 

Act, 15 Car. II. the Corporation have Power, frem 
Time to Time, to erect and make any new Works 
within or without the ſaid Great Level, for con- 
veying the Waters of the ſaid Level by conveni- 

XZ ent Out-falls te the Sea, they giving Recompence . 
and Satisfaction for what 2 ſhall ſo cut and 
take out of ſeveral Grounds, If any Perſon ſhall 
cut, throw down, or deſtroy any of the ſaid 

Works for Draining, made, or to be made as afore- 

> aid, the Parties offending ſhall anſwer treble 

Damages to the ſaid Corporation, and Coſts of 

= Suit to be recover'd in any Action of Treſpaſs to 

=: be brought by the ſaid Corporation in any of His 
> Majeſty's Courts of Record. And if ſuch cutting, 

4 - down or deſtroy ing, ſhall be maliciouſly 

== done, the ſame ſhall be puniſhed as for cutting 

the Podike in Marſbland, which is Felony. | 


" 69% F306 | | . 

Ihe ſaid Governor, Bailiffs, Conſervators and 
Commonalty, upon Vedneſday in Y hit ſun. Meek 
early, (at a publick Meeting to be then held by | 
the ſaid Corporation, or the greater Number then | 
prrſent, whereof the ſaid Governor or one of the 
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= Bailiffs is to be one) are to ele& the Governor, 
1 | _- Bailifts 
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69 
Bailifts and Conſervators reſpectively, for the Year 
enſuing. Rrovided; Phat none be capable to be or 
continue Governor or Bailiff, that hath not 39 
Aeres or more of the ſaid 95 00 Acres; nos to be 
a Conſervator, that hath not 200 Acres or more 
of the ſaid 95000 Acres; nor any of the Com- 
monalty te have a Voice in Election, that hath, 
not ro Acres or more. of the ſaid 95000. Acres. 
The ſaid Governor, Bailiffs and Confervators, or 

any of them, may be removed by the ſaid Gover« 
nor, Bailiffs and Confervators, and Com 5 
or the greater Number of them preſent at their 
publick Meetings, whereof the ſaid Governor, 
Bailifts, or any of them, to be two, and new 
choſen in the place of him or them ſo dead or re- 
moved. And the ſaid Governor, Bailiffs and 
Conſervators, are (before they take upon them to 
act) to take an Oath, Vell and truely to execute 
the Oßfce; and likewiſe to take the Oath, which 
by 23 H. VIII. chap. 5. is to be taken by Com- 
miſſioners of Sewers, And the faid Governor, 
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Bailiffs, Conſervators and Commonalty, are the BY 
Corporation for taking of the Accounts; and all! 
other Matters may do, other than the acting as 
Commi tioners of Sewers.” And if any Suit be 


commenced againſt the ſaid Corporation, er aux 
Perſon for any Matter or Thing done inpurfgance. = 
of this Act, then he or they ſhalt or may pleak 
the general Iſſue, and give the ſpecial Matter in 
Evidence upon any Trial to be had touching the 7 
ſame; which ſhall be as good and, effectual in 1 
Law, as if the ſame had been ſpecially pleaded; x 
and the Jury” upon the Irial to give a Verdi 
accordingly. | ee 
By the ſaid Act tis declared, That if any 


Breaches happen in any of the Banks, Sluices,&c. 


n) 


er.·other Works of : Draining in or out of- me ſaid 
Level, for the carrying the Waters ef (the faid 
© Level: to the Outfalh at Sea, that the ſame are 
3 to-be xepaired bythe ſaid· Corporation in conveni- 
ent time, but no other Charge to be. laid on the 
aid Corperation; ner toi give any Recompence 
for any Loſs or Lamage, which hath or fall 
happen by reaſon of their making ſuch neceſſary 
1 I and ſufficient Works far defending the [aid Level 
I from being overfloun, and for inn the Waters 
of the Level in their:Chanels, 51 


The 8c -Acers, part of the 95000 Acres, 
which were at the fiſt Undertaking eaſt into 
Lots; evey Adventurer then had his Share in 
that Divifion-of good and bad Land, and all Land 
taxed alike per Acre: But afterwards being di- 
=. vided into divers Hands, as People became Pur- 
= Chaſers of good or bad, the bad Land alone would 
= not bear the Burthen of the Tax, for-that there 
being much Piflerence in the Soil of the ſaid 
WV = iy and ſome Part much more ſubject to 
Overftowing than others, and not capable to be ſo 

F well drained. Therefore by an Act 20 Car. II. 
the Power given to the Governor, Balliffs, and 

1 ee eres for their laying of Taxes, and ſel- 
ling Land ifor 'Non-Payment, was alter'd from 
= Fhitſun-Week unto Wedneſday, Thurſday, and 
Friday, after the firſt Sunday in April in every 
== Year, and at no other Time, (the Time of the 
1 Year being found then moſf convenient. And 
by the ſaid Act, for the Reaſons aforeſaid, the 
= 95000 Acres were for the future to be rated by 
1 way obagradual Acre Tax of eleven Degrees or 
Kates, gare particularly mention'd in the Lots. 
Except the 12000 Aeres which are rated at 13. 
# 3 d per Acre, when the $3000 Acres are taxed 
wh at 


2 


„ | 
at 6110 l. 95. 1 4. and ſo in Proportion. And ® 
the Serjeant at Mace of the Great Level, by Pre. 

cept under the Seal of the Corporation in the Na- 1 
ture of a Writ of Habere fac iat 1 L onem at Com- 
mon Law, is to deliver Poſſeſſion unto ſuch 
-Purchaſer as ſhall purchaſe for Non-Payment of 
Taxes, 0p" Part of the ſaid 95600 Acres. & 


„Berben other Powers and Authorities are grant- 1 
N ed to the ſaid Corporation by the aforeſaid Acts 
of Parliament, as by the ſaid Acts may appear. 


There is of the 83000 Acres, part of the 95008 
Acres of Adventure Land, 80000 Acres divided 
into 20 Lots or Shares, 4000 Acres in each Lot. 
The remainder 3000 Acres lieth en | 


4 2 


The Diviſion of the LEvEL 
into THREE LEVELS. 


HI 8 Great Level the Works thereof have 
divided the ſame ſo as it lieth in three 
Levels, and are now called by the Names of. 


North, | 
The * LEVEL. 
Sour h, 


The North Loved lieh eas the River Wa 
land and Moreton's Leame, and bears in Proporti- 

on of the Draining-Taxes of the whole 95000 
Acres, about a ſixth Part of the ax. The 3 


| (17) 

Tze Banks, Rivers and Drains, maintain'd by | 
the ſaid Corporation in this Part of the Level, | 

7 5 ar e, vix. 


The Bank againſt Fellznd River from Prakirk 
= to the Bars at to Weſt End of Cropland, and the 
2 Wear Dike to the ſame, 


4 : 75 5 
= 


1 Weartington new _ with its Banks and 
'F Fe Wear Dike. 


# The Drain calbd the Wed Drain, from 
A 21 Stoor-nook to the Adventurers Lands in Borrow 
Great Fenn, and from thence by the Outring ike 
vf the ſaid Adventurers Lands to the Eaſt Corner 
thereof, and from thence by Pepper Lake to New 
South Ea, and from thence by the New South Ea 
to Clows-Croſs, and from thence by the Shier 
Drain to the Sea. 


The Wride Stream. 


The eighteen Foot Drain through Murrow Com- 
mon to Clows-C7oſs. 


| P The O14 South Es from | Guyburne Corner to 
Clows-Cro na 


Wa 


A 


The North Bank of Moreton s Leame and V. car 


8 The an ddle Level lieth between Moreton's 
BB Leame and the North mn of Bedford River, JP 
XN ; ears 


7 18 ) 
beats in Proportion of the praining Taxes about 
a, Twenty fifth Part. 


- The Banks, Rivers, or 3 in this — of 1 
the Level, now maintain d by the * 
are. 


The South Bank of lumen 5 Lune and Fear 
Dikes. 


Standgromd ol 


” 4 < . 
| | . 13 
A * 
; | 'Y 1 | 
Whittle ea Pike 9 . 
* a 1 
. rt 


Bevill's Leame from Whittleſca Meer to the 8 1 
near Baldwin Gloſſom's. Houſe, at the lower end 
of Valder ſea Receptacle. 


Moore's Drain * Bevill's 8 "Lacks to the ow | 
Neane below March. 


The Delfe Dike from Fhittleſea to the ou | 


N eane. 


New Dike from Contr at the u upper | 1 
Corner of to Hooke-Load W 


And Hooke-Load to the Ola Neane by burt. 
Stream 1 Into the Old Neane. 


 Monk's Fat 
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7 
The Drain from Raveley's Nook to Burbridge 


Stream, between Foodwalton Common, and Ram- f 
Jer and Raveley Common. 


The forty Foot Drain from the Vf Outring 
Dike of the Adventurers Lands, taken out of 
Dogginton, Varbois, Ramſey, &c. to Welche s Dam. 


1 The vet. neter from the forty Foot thro' 1 
= wick. 


The Drain leading from Chartres Ferry to Slade 
Gate, and ſo to the forty Foot Drain. 


e The twenty Foot Drain from Erith Common 
i @ Well Creek, with the Bank thereof, and Slugs 
therein. 


That Part of the val. Nate, f from Somerſham 
Ton by Holwoods and Middle more, and ſo to the 
Counter- waſßh between the twenty Foot Bank, and 
the North Bank of Bedford River, with 1 
XX 5luices and Tunnels therein. - 


Hammont's Ea "WA the a Lands: in 


% Gon High Fenn to the twenty, Fogt Drain 
2 9 > 8 af OT 1d | 


Ir 


= Old Bedford River, with che Bank: t hereof 
75 from Erith to the Old Ouz', with the Sluices 
thercunto belonging, 


The ſixteen Foot N from- the l Foat 
Drain to Popham $ OY 


1 
e 
= 4 * 

= 


Darcy Load cem the ſixteen Foot Drain to 
| Maid-Load, a. ad f@ to the twenty Faot Drain; 


C2 * N 2 fy 


. 
Popbems Ea, with the Brick Sluice therein. 


London's Load, with the Drain through Ton 
diners Fenn to "the twenty Foot Drain, call d 
Fortreys Drain. 


The Drain called the Tongs 4 Nordel gluice 
through Downebam Sa to the $luice at the 


end thereof near Stow Town's-end, with the Sluices 


and Tunnels to the ſame belonging. 
The South Level ia from the North Bank of Ol 


Bedford River to Stoake, Feltwell Milden- hall, and 


that Part of the Up-land Country there adjoin- 
ing, and bears in Proportion of the Draining · 
Taxes about a ſeventeenth Part. 


The Banks, Rivers and Drains, in this Level, 


maintain d by the ſaid Corporation, are as fol- 
foweth, viz. 


South Bank of the River Ouze, from the hard 


Lands of Swacey, &c. to the Hermitage and the 


Saſs or Sluice there. 


The River called New Bedford River, from the 
Hermitage to Salter s-Load, with the Banks, Fore- / 


lands, Wear-Dikes, aud $laices thereof. 


The Drain that leads from Ewel Fenn to ee 
Cauſway and from thence into the Old Ouze at 
Audrey-Briage. 


 Grunty- Fenn Drain, "Gig Grunty- Fern to the 


Ouxe at Littleport-Chair, with its Banks, : 
"Part of Old Welney River. e 
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C 21 d] 
Fee Drain. ee 1 


Mail Load and Modu pa eich the lulbes 
to the ſame 


ith to Harri 
Wear Dikes, 


The Drain that carries ven nun Boo 
The River of Grant, früm Cla 
4 2 meere, with the Banks, Forelan 


with the Banks to be raiſed. 
7 
$ 
, and Sluices thereof. 


The Banks of the Old 8 from Harrimere 
> Chitterings. | | 


The new long Drain, from Wicken H 180 Faun 
1 to the Tunnels under Sobam new River, and ſo 
q the Tunnel under Mildenball River; from thence 
to the Tunnel under Brandon. River, and ſo to the 
Tunnel under Viſſey or Stoa ke River and from 
thence through Downebam's Ea to the Sluices at 
1 the lower a thereof, near Stow Bridge. 


* The Eaſt Banks of Ouze, from Harrimeere to 
the Brick Sluice at Prick- willow, with the Wear- 
k Dike thereof, 


The new Bank on the Weſt Side of the River 
uze, from Harrimeere to Ely High-Bridge. 


K The Drain from the Eaſt-end of the Adven- 
turers Lands, taken out of Soham nen to the 
© Wear-Dike of Mildenhal River, 


= M ;ldenbal River, with the Banks, Forelandi, 
aud Wear - Dikes thereof, 2 


1 1 Yo. 


cn) 8 


The Eaſt Banks of the River Ouxe, "WR Millin- 
batt River to the Slnice at the lower end of _ 
hall Drain, near Lituleport- Chair. | 


Mildexball Drain from the laſt mentioned 
Sluice to Mildenball Common. | 


The River of Ouze, with the Banks, Forelands, 

Weare:Dikes, Sluices, and Tunnels thereof, „ 
Littlegort Chair to Denver-Dom, excepting 
uices, Tunnels and Water-works, heretofore Se 'Y 
and maintained by Edmund Skipwith Eſq; decea= 43 
ſed, and others, particular Owners of Lands with - 
in or near the ſaid Great Level, for his or their 
own private Uſe or Benefit, 


.  Lokinheath Drain, from Wai ſoc Brook to the BD 
Tunnel under Lakin heath NeweLoad, and af to” 
| the Tunnels under Brandon River. -V 


- : Brandon River, w1 ith the Banks, Forela ada 
and WeareDikes, "thereto belonging. 


Feltvell Drain to'its Outefall into the River of $ 2 
O at Fal mer 8 Houle, 3 


Sam's Cut from Feltwell to the River Ou. 


Stoale River, with the Banks, Forclands, Wear- 
Dikes, and Sluices. 


ww Ae Pune! under Met hwold- Load for the araine 
ing of Nortbwold Fenns. 


4 Norbam Drain, with the Banks thereof. 


8 


f 


Theſe 
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# Theſe Works and Drains, and ſath others as 
She Corporation ſhall think fit, are from Time to 
Time preſeved and maintained at the Coſts and 


Charges of the ſaid Corporation and their Succeſs 
rs, Owners of the did Ninety Ave Thouſand 
Acres mentioned in the aforeſaid Act, 15 Car. II. 
and not by the Owners of any the Lands within 

the faid Great Level, other than af the ſaid Ninety 


N 


9 five Thouſand Acres; except in Caſes where par- 
ticular Contracts have been made by the ſaid 
W 


EBr-Laws made by the Cor- 
= poration. 


A A ND the ſaid Corporation, as Commiſſioners 
= ie 


1 


of Sewers for the better Draining and Pre- 
tervation of the County, purſuant to the Act of Par- 
= laament, hath made ſeveral Orders and By-Laws, 
which all Perſons concerned therein are bound to 
take Notice of. e Lett: 


The chief thereof are theſe : 


= That all and every other the Drains, Diviſion 
X Dikes and Fence Dikes between Counties, Lords 
of Manors, Pariſhes, Townſhips, and particular 
= Owners, and the Fence Dikes of every Pariſh, 
= Hamlet or Townſhip, between their Fences and 
their Corn-Fields, and between their Feed-Fenns 
and Mow-Fenns, and between the Severals' and 
Commons ſhall be kept and maintained with all 
neceſſary Reparations from Time to Time, at the 
proper and Charges of the Owners, Occupi- 
ers or Perſons intereſted in the Fenns and Grounds | 
next adjoining thereunto; or that have wy 

| : re 

7 


„„ FT 7-7: 
fore, or of right ought to do the ſame, at thei 
ancient or preſent Dimenſions, or {6 as the Court 
of, Sewers ſhall from Time to Time direct and ap- 
point, for ine better. Conveyance of the Waters 
of the ſaid Level into the great Rivers, or to their 
Ont en at den 4 tan, Game wt 
That no Perſon or Perſons ſhall any Time here- 
after, upon any Pretence, or. by any Ways or 


or ſtraiten the preſent Dimenſions of any River, 
Waſh, Drain or Sewers, within or without the 
ſaid Great Level; nor ſhall cut, burn, caſt down, 
break up, or do any Hurt or Damage to any 


River, Bank, Wafh or Foreland, within the ſaid L 2 


Means whatſveyer, make any Encroachment upon 


Great Level, or without the ſaid Great Level, ; 4 


made by the ſaid Earl and Participants, or the 
ſaid Governor, Bailiffs and Conſervators; nor 
ſhall cut, dam, burn, caſt down, break open, or 
do any Hurt or Damage unto any Sluice, Safs, 
Lock, Tunnel, Bridge, Gate or Rail made within 
or without the. ſaid Great Level, for; or condu- 
cing to the Draining of the ſaid Great Level, or 
the Preſervation thereof, otherwiſe than by Order 
or Decree of the Commiſſioners of Sewers for the 
Time being, appointed by the ſaid Act; nor ſhall 
make, or cauſe to be made, any Dams, Stops, 


Wears, or other Lets, Impediments or Nuſances, - 


in, or without any of the Rivers, Drains, Qutring 
Dikes, Sewers, Waſhes, Forelands, or other Work 
made within or without the ſaid Great Level, 
for the Draining of the ſaid Great Level, or Pre- 
ſeryation thereof; nor ſhall incroach upon, ſtrate 
ten, or do any Hurt ur Damage to any Drove-way 
within the ſaid Great Level, ſet out upon Occa- 
ſion of the Draining of the ſame. 7 dh e. 


2 ” » +» 


__— 2 Y 


And ad. that no Perſon bet Regent, mall at any 
12 Gi. hereafter. make, or cauſe to he made, any 
Waterings, or Place for Watering of Cattle, 2 
in ten Foot; of any the ſaid Rivers, publick 
& Drains, or any _ Outring, or-Diviſion-Dike, 
ox. Lot, Diviſion-Dike, within the ſaid Level. 
to the ſto ping, Annoyance or Prejudice of them 
or any ef them, or of any Part of them, or 
any, of them; Ye. which are declared to be 
Nulances. - / * © $ wb "$1 [700 23.17 


BAT oo 


And that no {3-0 or «Pelton! whatſoever Wok 
at any Time hereafter, put, or cauſe any Swine. 
to be put or kept, into or upon any of the Banks 
or Forelands of any of the Rivers or Sewers with- 
3 ny or without the ſaid Great Level made as afore - 
—3 uſed as 1 78 to the Preſervation of 
| ſame, under ſuch Penalties as the ſaid Com- 
$ EIS, of Sewers hall 500k 8 to We on 
ſuch Offenders. 


At 
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| [The great Advantage that the | 
= -Draining is to the reſped 
© Places within the LE VE L. 
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10871 of the Commons in the Map defcri- 
bed, out of which the 95000 Acres were 
| taken ch by the „ in purſuance of the Act 

3 15 Car. 


F 7 | 
we 
44 

4 

| 
'F 


o 
— -0- 
— — 
97 


= — — — 
- 4 


; Foe, S to do the ſame, at 


ſaid Governor, Bailiffs and Conſervators; nor 
do any Hurt or Damage unto any Sluice, Saſs, 


or without the, ſaid Great Level, for, or condu- 


Wears, or other Lets, Impediments or Nuſances, 


made within or without the ſai 
for the Draining of the ſaid Great Level, or Pre- 


within the ſaid Great Level, ſet ot den PINE 
fion of the Des of e ſame, | 


2 | 0 24 . 5 
nt Dimenſions, or {6 as hs Court 
ſhall from Time to > Time direct and ap- 
int 7 e: better. Conveyance of the Waters 
po the fa Level into the * 1 or 8 8 
Wen s Sea. 


That no perſon or Perſons wan any Tims TA 
after, ung. any Pretence, or. by any Ways or 
Means whatſoever, make any Encroachment upon 
or ſtraiten the preſent Bin of any River, 
Waſh, Drain or Sewers, within or without the 
ſaid Great Level; nor ſhall cut, burn, caſt down, 
break up, or FL, any Hurt or Damage to any 
River, Bank, Wafh or Foreland, within the laid i 
Great Level, or without the ſaid Great Level, 
made by the ſaid Earl and Participants, or the 


ſhall cut, dam, burn, caſt down, break open, or 


Lock, Tunnel, Bridge, Gate or Rail made within 


cing to the Dràining of the ſaid Great Level, or 
the Preſervation thereof, otherwiſe than by Order 
or Decree of the Commiſſioners of Sewers for the 
Time being, appointed by the ſaid Act; nor ſhall 
make, or cauſe to be made, any Dams, Stops, 


Dikes, Sewers, Waſhes, Forelands, or other Wo 
d Great Lev 


in, or without any of the Rivers, Drains, is Var 


ſeryation thereof; nor ſhall incroach upon, ſtrat» 
ten, or do any Hurt ur Damage to any Drove- way 


- wo - „ 3 


| * 258 32 . » 
And that. 1 no Perſon or Per ſons ſhall ur 
Time. hereafter make, or  caule, tobe made, any 
Waterings, or Place for Watering ol Cattle, 2 
in ten Foot; of any the {aid Rivers, publick 
Drains, or any other Outring o iviſion-Dike,, 
ox. Lot, Diviſſon-Dike, within the ſaid Level. 
to the ſto bing. Annoyance or . of them 
or any ef them, or of any Part of or 
any of _ the x Wet, are declared to be 
nee 70 1 . VS *1/Y 201 vi 
551 


Ad that no {LF or wagon Whatſoever halt, 
at any Time hereafter, put, or cauſe any Swine 
to be put or kept, into or upon any of the Banks 
or Forelands of any of the Rivers or Sewers with- 
in or without the ſaid Great Level made as afore+ 
1094.9 or-uſed; as conducing to the Preſervation of 

he ſame, under ſuch Penalties as the ſaid Com- 
loner of; Sewers Oy "9008 Ke to e on 
ſuch Pn | 24y 1 
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E great Advantage” that the | 


Draining i to the reſpei 
Places within the LR VE I. 


1081 of the Commons in the Map deſcri- 
bed, out of which the 95000 Acres were 


taken (are by the Country) in purſuance of the Act 
D by: Car. 


viz. Cotten ham, 
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would neither do themſelves good; or ſuffer | 
others, are apt to clamour againſt this noble Work 
of Draining, and the Undertakers thereof: But 
if they would but ſeriouſly confider the ſmall Be- 
nefit formerly made, and the great Advantage 
now, the Profit given the Undertakers was not 
conſiderable to the Charge and Hazard which 
they have been at, and ſtill muſt be, for the year- 
ly maintaining the Level, (to the Ruin of ſeveral 
of the firſt Original Undertakers) the Underta- 
kers can be blamed for nothing fave Indiforetion 
to hazard their Eſtates ſo much for the Good of 
the nen oc 


There was a Complaint in 1653 made by ſome 
Perſons againſt this Undertaking, alledging that 

it was as much worth before the Draining in "our: 
| | '-, 
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Carriage 


| < 27 * 
and Sedge as ſince: Whereupon there was then 


* Eſtimate given in of what was that Year made, 
h 


en but about 28900 AGE of the aforeſaid Fenn 
Grounds was drained and made uſe of, being, fown 


with — l Nad Barley, "Oats, and Flax 
ere 


which is now erd to Conſideration; | * 


Every Acre 8 un cg any LR ard, 
ing the aſſocks . 2 
Cole Seed, - co 1 . = ot came 


into the Hands of ſuch as would 
ng WO "Poor or rich. 


Eve very 3 of Seed. Wheat, 
Barley or Oats, that were ſown, 
being near 10000 Acres, colt in\, 4000 Oo oo 
Seed 8s. per Acre, which came 
to the Hands of the Country. — 


The ſmall Diviſion Dikes fince ) 
the Adjudication came clear to- 3000 00 co 
the poor Labonrers. —-— — | 


Expended for Timber, Carpen- ) | ny 
ters, Bricklayers, and other, La- 6 loooo oo oo 


bourers, in-building Houſes above 


The Reaping, Threfhing, . nd 
Carriage of Cle. ſeed, to be 
for the Boats, to poor Laboure 
at 34. per Laſt. 


The Reaping, Threſhing v4 26. 


25000 ©0 o 


e Wheat, Rye, Oats,> 5000 od oo 
Barley, and Flax, to Labourers, rn 
D 2 The 


C0 


the Ching e or Ur above 1 1 4. 
Laſt of Cole- fred and above 1% n 
of Wheat and other Commodities 270 O0 O0 
to the Water men "of . renn 
Vi 9 — — r 


— 


i" 


The Tranſportation by Water 2 La 
of Materials for Houſes to Water- re 
men, and other Works. ö 8 


The Chambecing of 3000 Lif 
at the leaſt in Lynn and there 
abouts at 4 d. the Laſt per Week, 
for 13 Weeks. 


At Ly un to Meeters and Poki | N 
ters at J d. per Laſt, wt + 150 oo o 


— 


One Hundred Laſt * 8 
Wheat and other Grain, to * 
don, and other Parts by Ship-( 


ping. — — —äͤ— — , 


There was alſo, in order for” 
the next Year, expended to 
Workmen and Labourers in Haſ- 
ſocking, Plaining, Burning, Sow 
ing and of Crops. 


The State in Cuſtom, Exciſe,” e 
and Impoft for Cole-ſeed, Oil, RR oo oo 
and otherwiſe. 


e IH Nee + pA 


By which (beſides the nll — of Drain- 
ing this Tear) it * there is expended, 


To 


20000 00 o 


1 
1 


* 999 


10 the Labonrers, Work- men, 7 8 
ad others. —1 300 0 o0 
bs” „ * gg 874 | 


In Lynn, Chambers, Porters, 


and Workmen. — Goat — 


9 1 89 * 
[ 3600 o go 
© Wy”. 2 

Py 


The Shipping. 10000 oo oo 


The State. — — — Joco oo oo 


— — — 
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DX Theſe are the Advantages which) 
Have accrued to the State, the 
Fountry, and Poor this Tear, by 


ſmall Quantity of about 28000 {If 
8 Acre bees the intrinſical Com. 13600 00 00 

modities themſelves produced by | 
this Charge to the Kingdom, not 

l here ſet dowh, —— ——}) 

And if above 10000 I. Advantage ariſeth by ſo 
& ſmall a Quantity, under ſo many Diſcourage- 

ments, a good Commonwealth's-man will eafily 

judge what annual Profit and Benefit redounds to 
this Nation by the Improvement of the whole. 


The chief Officers of the Corporation are. 


r. A Surveyor-General and Superintendant of 
all the other Officers: He iſſues out his Warrants, 
by Order of the Corporation, for all Moneys by 
them expended ; and from Time to Time receives 
an Account from the reſpective Officers how the 
Affairs of the Corporation are carried on, and re- 
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ports the ſame tothe Corporation at their publick 
Meetings. 2. An Auditor of the Accompts.l 
3. A Regiſter. ' 4. A Receiver. 5. A Serjeantii 
at Mace. 6. One Surveyor of the North Level. 
7. Two Surveyors of the Middle Level. 8. One 
Surveyor of the South Level 
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Mapp of the ſeveral Diviſions thereof; And how each of 1 
the ſaid twenty Lotts was rated towards the Dratming Taxes) Wi 
was Printed by Moſes Pitt in 1685. 


Bor Now Yerhaps ſome of my Readers ma 


Reply, that out of all they have gone Groth, 
they do not find out that Intereſt and Advant 
they to meet with, nor do they Know 
| where theſe Lands are to be found? As to the 
latter, when they make proper Application, the 
quantity of Acres, as well as the Place where 
they lie will be pointed out to them. As to 
the former Objection in reſpe& of Profit, it 1s 
not ſo convenient, nor ſo becomeing a fincere + 
Relator, as the Readers may imagine: For if 1 
ſhould tell them that one Aexe of this Land which 
including the Rent, Seed, Plowing, ſowing and 
| other Charges, has not exceeding 50 s. Has pro- 
1 puced in Rape or other ſuch like Seed ſo much 
* as has fold for 25 J. in one Year, or ſhould tell 
3 them of an other caſe relating to theſe Lands, 
= where two thouſand. Head of Scotch Cattle have 
8 been bought in, at one or two and 7 xe f 
3 Paund the Score, and after 5 or ſix Months feed- 
1 | ing have been ſold out again at forty, fifty and 
„ ſixty Pound a Score; I ſhould perchance be but 


| % This Hiftory or Narative of the Fenns, ( together Wich the = 
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laughed 
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nghed at, or called a Projector or Mountebank. - 
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herefore the beſt way in my Opinion is for * 
We Adventurers, to 1 themſelves ; to come 4 
with their Eyes open, and not to depend $3 
me, or any other Stranger whomſoever. y 
1 for that very End I have been at the trouble 
f laying ſo much before my Readers, from 
hom if I have no thanks hope I ſhall meet 
dich no blame becauſe it was done with a ſin- 
ere Intention to ſerve them and my Country, 
x) o whom no one wiſhes better or would labour 
: nore then, | | . | = 
| Your moſt Obedient 
R. S. 
VN. B. Contraſts for theſe Lands, to be made at the Chambers of 
he Nr. Stonyclift No. 13. Two pair of Stairs Clifford's Inn, where 
be endance for that Puryoſe will be given. | 
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